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WZO TRUST & D. N. MEHTA SARVAJANIK HOSPITAL, NAVSARI COLLABORATE WITH PARZOR & OTHERS

TO TAKE 'JIYO PARSI' FORWARD IN SOUTH GUJARAT.
- Dinshaw K. Tamboly

The Government of India and the Ministry of Minority Affairs are to be congratulated for the care and concern they have demonstrated for the Parsi community by launching and funding the 'Jiyo Parsi' scheme that is aimed to reverse the declining trend of Parsi population by adopting a scientific protocol and structured interventions, with the objectives of stabilising and increasing the population of Parsis in India.

Whilst Parzor Foundation of Delhi have been appointed to administer the scheme, the Tata Institute of Social Sciences at Mumbai are implementing the same. Bombay Parsi Punchayet & Federation of Parsi Zoroastrian Anjumans of India  are also playing equally important roles of propagating and administering the 'Jiyo Parsi' initiative.
The 'Jiyo Parsi' scheme has essentially been put in place to provide financial assistance to Parsi married couples for medical treatment in respect of fertility and childbirth under standard medical protocols, as well to focus on advocacy and outreach programs to generate awareness within the Parsi population towards lineage enhancement.
It is a known fact that many Parsi families reside in the villages of South Gujarat who being economically challenged would be unable to participate in this 'community saving' venture as it would not be possible for them to first pay for the fertility treatment and thereafter recover the same as per norms laid down.
Keeping the above in mind, Parzor Foundation, World Zoroastrian Organisation Trust and D. N. Mehta Sarvajanik Hospital at Navsari have agreed to collaborate their efforts in order to create awareness about the Jiyo Parsi scheme amongst the Parsi Irani population in South Gujarat, and to aid and / or facilitate economically challenged Parsis and Irani Zoroastrians to take benefit under the Jiyo Parsi scheme in the manner stated below:

1. World Zoroastrian Organisation Trust shall issue the Jiyo Parsi application forms to prospective couples of South Gujarat intending to participate and take benefit of the scheme. On receipt of applications from such prospective couples, World Zoroastrian Organisation Trust will conduct a 'due diligence' in respect of the financial capacity of such applicant couples. Such due diligence shall be for the purposes of determining whether the applicants can be determined to be “economically challenged”.  

2. The signed application forms of those determined to be 'economically challenged' shall then be forwarded to Tata Institute of Social Sciences (TISS), Mumbai for scrutiny and changes if necessary.
3. D. N. Mehta Sarvajanik Hospital, Navsari will arrange for a Doctor specializing in providing 'Fertility Treatment' to give a consultation to such applicant couples and to give such treatment as may be found appropriate. This facility will be available to couples that avail of the treatment at the D. N. Mehta Sarvajanik Hospital, Navsari or at the clinics of doctors approved by them.  
4. D. N. Mehta Sarvajanik Hospital will make sure that the referred doctor presents the bills within the limits stipulated by Ministry Of Minority Affairs and will also directly settle the bills of the doctor providing such consultation and treatment to such couples, without the doctor in question having to raise any bill upon the applicant couples categorized by World Zoroastrian Organisation Trust as being economically challenged.
5. D. N. Mehta Sarvajanik Hospital will open joint bank accounts with participating couples to facilitate banking the cheques received from Parzor Foundation - (which as per government procedure will be in the name of the beneficiary couple) - and recovering what they have already paid to the attending doctor .
6. Thus, economically challenged Parsi couples will receive fertility treatment on a cashless basis with  D. N. Mehta Sarvajanik Hospital, Navsari first making payments on their behalf to the attending doctors and thereafter recovering the same.
It is hoped that couples of South Gujarat who are unable to make payments first and thereafter recover the same from Parzor Foundation, as per the 'Jiyo Parsi' scheme will come forward and take advantage of the 'cashless facility' being offered under the collaborating institutions.

In our country of 118 crores, where there are 86,853 babies being born every day, where the focus of the government is on containing the galloping population, we Parsis must recognise and be extremely proud of the fact that our government, has in spite of these factors recognised the importance and necessity for Parsis to survive and continue to be an integral part of India have conceived, launched and funded the 'Jiyo Parsi' scheme to ensure, we Parsis do not get wiped out.
Atha Zamyad, Yatha Afrinami. 

